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Corvallis
‘. Chamber

of Commerce

Benton County Board of Commissioners
Benton County Courthouse

205 NW 5th Street

Corvallis, OR 97330

Subject: Submitted Testimony - Landfill Expansion Appeal and Future Waste
Management Planning

Dear Commissioners,

On behalf of the Corvallis Chamber of Commerce and its members, thank you for the

opportunity to submit written testimony regarding the landfill expansion appeal currently
before the Benton County Board of Commissioners.

As an advocate for the business community, the Chamber’s Government Affairs
Committee has evaluated this issue through both internal discussion and a survey of our
membership. Following this review, the Chamber is not taking a position on the landfill
expansion appeal itself currently. Instead, we wish to emphasize the importance of Benton
County prioritizing a fiscally responsible, sustainable, and inclusive waste
management program in the future—regardless of the Board’s final decision on this
appeal.

The Chamber recognizes that this topic has generated strong emotions and deeply held
opinions across our community. We respectfully encourage the Board to base its decisions
on facts, data, and science, supported by sound operational policy that balances
environmental stewardship with the economic realities faced by residents and businesses.

We also acknowledge the thoughtful work of the Sustainable Materials Management
Program (SMMP) Task Force, which submitted its findings and recommendations to the
County in June 2025. Those recommendations outlined a long-term framework—spanning
an estimated 10-20 years—for improving materials management across the region. As we
understand it, the next phase of this work is being continued through a new task force
established under House Bill 3794 (2026), which is tasked with submitting a
comprehensive report to the Oregon Legislature by December 31, 2026.



At this time, it is not entirely clear how this new task force will interact with existing local
planning efforts, or whether entities such as Republic Services or other key stakeholders
will have representation. Given the implications for both the public and private sectors, the
Chamber respectfully requests that Benton County ensures broad stakeholder
participation in this next stage of work. We would be pleased to provide a representative to
contribute to this process and ensure that the perspectives of Benton County’s business
community, particularly those in its largest city—are represented at the table.

Thank you for your thoughtful attention to this issue and for your continued leadership in

guiding our community toward a balanced and forward-looking approach to waste
management.

Sincerely, A B, Rl e B /0/2 z/ 2E&
Tracy Meese
CEQO/President

Corvallis Chamber of Commerce
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